
Page V-1

Section Five � Comments & Coordination

V. COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

A. L IST OF PREPARERS

The following is a list of key personnel responsible for the preparation of the EA.

Federal Highway Administration
James F. Linker, Procedural Guidance / Document Review

Maine Department of Transportation
Judith Lindsey-Foster, Document Review
Rhonda Waterman, Conceptual Design
Andy MacDonald, Conceptual Design
Mike Burns, Conceptual Design & Document Review
Lisa Dickson, Document Review
Carl Croce, Traffic
Ed Hanscom, Traffic
Sylvia Michaud, Mitigation

Gannett Fleming, Inc.
William M. Plumpton, Document Preparation
Craig S. Shirk, Natural Environment Studies
Scott W. Duncanson, AICP, Social Environment Studies
Harvey S. Knauer, PE, PLS, Air Quality and Noise Analysis
John A. Ames, Technical Editing and Document Layout
Richard A. Pugh, CE, Quality Assurance \ Quality Control
Debra L. Plumpton, PG, Geology and Groundwater

KM CHNG Environmental, Inc.
Al Goldman, Air Quality
Chris Maxon, Noise

B. AGENCY COORDINATION

At the beginning of the study, letters were sent to various federal, state, and
local agencies in accordance with the procedural provisions of NEPA and MDOT�s
requirements for early coordination. Early coordination letters describing the project
and proposed studies were mailed to 33 agencies in August, 1995, to notify them of
the proposed project, request specific information, and encourage participation in
the study by identifying initial concerns (Table V-1). Copies of the responses re-
ceived are included in Appendix A.
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C. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public participation was initiated early in the study to allow incorporation of
public comments and concerns into the development and analysis of project alterna-
tives and was continued throughout the environmental assessment process.

1. Public Meetings
Initially, a public meeting in support of MDOT�s request to the FHWA to

intersect the Interstate system was held on April 8, 1993, by the City of Bangor. This
meeting was held, in conjunction with MDOT, to present proposals for a new inter-
change at Stillwater Avenue. This meeting provided an opportunity for the public to
become informed of the basic goals and objectives of the project as well as the pro-
posed interchange concepts. The meeting provided a forum for the public to ask
questions and express concerns on the proposed project. The project received broad
public support at this meeting.

An informational meeting to update the public on the status of the project was
held on September 21, 1995, in Rangely Hall of the Eastern Maine Technical Col-
lege. Thirty-six citizens, business leaders, and government officials attended. A ques-
tion and answer period was included for the public to pose questions and state com-
ments and concerns. The following issues were raised by the attendees:

� Traffic impacts on residential areas.

� Land development impacts on Stillwater Avenue.

� MDOT funding for project alternatives.

� Road improvements along Stillwater Avenue�extra lanes, widening of
bridge.

� Pedestrian and bicycle circulation concerns, especially with Alternative 2.

� Elevation of new road structures.

� Radius of proposed ramps.

� Lighting of proposed improvements.

The opportunity to submit written comments was provided; nine written re-
sponses were submitted by attendees. The major items of concern were relocations of
homes and businesses, land use, air quality, noise, visual impact, and economic devel-
opment. Specific comments and suggestions included: preparation of a cost benefit
analysis, concerns about increased traffic on residential areas along Stillwater Av-
enue, traffic circulation through Howard Street, potential development and the loss
of open space along Stillwater Avenue, levels of noise and vibration, and right-of-
way and private property issues.
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2. Public Hearing
A public hearing for the proposed project was held on January 26, 1999 in

Rangely Hall of the Eastern Maine Technical College. Approximately 50 citizens,
business leaders, and government officials attended. The hearing consisted of a pre-
sentation describing the project followed by verbal testimony from the public. The
presentation consisted of introductions of the speakers and responsibilities, a review
of the strategies considered in accordance with the Sensible Transportation Policy
Act, a description of the NEPA process, a description of the comments received from
the public meeting held in September 1995 and the changes in the project as a result
of the comments received, a description of the alternatives being considered by the
MDOT and their environmental impacts, a description of the design and construc-
tion of the Preferred Alternative, and a description of the right-of-way appraisal and
acquisition process.

On behalf of the city of Bangor, the city engineer voiced their support for the
project.

Nine people asked questions and offered comments at the public hearing. The
questions and comments included: the cost of construction and the sources of fund-
ing for the project, clarification of the prohibition of left turns from the two off-ramps
to Stillwater Avenue toward the downtown portion of the city, the impact of traffic
to the residential areas along Drew Lane and Howard Street, the reasons why the I-
95 southbound on-ramp was moved, the cost of the I-95 northbound on -ramp, and
the circumstances needed for the future construction of an I-95 northbound on-ramp
within the proposed interchange.

Following the public hearing, six letters or comment forms were received. A
copy of the comment letters and forms received are included in this section of the
EA.

The comments received at the public hearing and during the comment period
were reviewed and considered during the preparation of this Final EA.
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Table V-1, Summary of Early Coordination Letters

Agency Information Requested Information Received

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (August
9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(August 16, 1995)

List of hydric soils, prime farmlands,
soils of statewide importance, and
unique soils for Penobscot County, ME

September 5, 1995—List of hydric
soils, prime farmlands, and
additional farmlands of statewide
importance.

U.S. Department of Commerce National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, National Marine
Fisheries Service (August 17, 1995)

General Letter September 25, 1995—No impact
on resources of concern.

U.S. Department of the Interior Fish
and Wildlife Service (August 17, 1995)

Identification of threatened or
endangered species and critical
habitats

August 29, 1995—No threatened
or endangered species or critical
habitats in the project area.

U.S. Department of the Interior National
Park Service (August 9, 1995)

General Letter September 7, 1995—Phone
conversation. No concerns noted.

U.S. Department of the Interior Office of
Environmental Project Review (August
9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Administration (August
9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region I (August 17, 1995)

General Letter No response received

Maine Department of Agriculture
(August 9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

Maine Department of Conservation
Natural Areas Program (August 9,
1995)

List of sensitive or unique features of
concern

September 25, 1995—No rare
botanical or Registered Critical
Areas within the project area.

Maine Department of Economic and
Community Development — State
Floodplain Management Center (August
9, 1995)

Identification of floodplain, flood hazard,
and flood prone areas

No response received

Maine Department of Environmental
Protection (August 9, 1995)

Identification of threatened or
endangered species and critical
habitats

August 21, 1995—Request
forwarded to Bangor regional
office.

Maine Department of Environmental
Protection (August 9, 1995)

General Letter September 1, 1995—Request
forwarded to Bangor regional
office.

Maine Department of Environmental
Protection — Air Quality Control
(August 9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

Maine Department of Environmental
Protection — Hazardous Materials and
Solid Waste Control (August 9, 1995)

Identification of areas of known or
potential areas of hazardous waste or
materials or previous remedial actions

No response received

Maine Department of Environmental
Protection — Land Quality Control
(August 9, 1995)

Identification of threatened and
endangered species and critical
habitats

No response received
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Table V-1, Summary of Early Coordination Letters ( continued )

Agency Information Requested Information Received

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife (August 9, 1995)

Identification of threatened and
endangered species and critical
habitats

August 21, 1995—Request
forwarded to Sidney regional office.

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife, Fishery Division (August
16, 1995)

Identification of threatened or
endangered species and critical
habitats

September 7, 1995—No known
listed or proposed threatened or
endangered inland fish species or
critical fish habitats occur within
the project area.

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife, Wildlife Division (August
16 ,1995)

Identification of threatened or
endangered species and critical
habitats

August 24, 1995—No essential
habitats within the project area.
One state significant wildlife habitat
noted in project area.

Maine Department of Marine
Resources (August 17, 1995)

General Letter No response received

Maine Department of Transportation —
Division Office (August 9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

Maine Executive Department - State
Planning Office (August 9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

Maine Geologic Survey (August 9,
1995)

General Letter No response received

Maine, Office of the Governor (August
9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

BACTS (August 9, 1995) General Letter No response received

Bangor International Airport (August 9,
1995)

General Letter No response received

City of Bangor — Economic
Development Department (August 9,
1995)

General Letter No response received

City of Bangor — Engineering
Department (August 9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

City of Bangor — Fire Department
(August 9, 1995)

Identification of changes to response
times and patterns

No response received

City of Bangor — Planning Department
(August 9, 1995)

General Letter October 3, 1995—expressed
support of the project and
concerns with the configuration of
the interchange and coordination
with other highway improvements

City of Bangor — Police Department
(August 9, 1995)

Identification of changes in response
times and patterns

No response received

City of Bangor — Tax Assessors
Department (August 9, 1995)

General Letter No response received

Maine Audubon Society (August 9,
1995)

General Letter No response received
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